Emerenciana Bravo is a Mexican-American first generation immigrant and the first person in their family to receive a Masters Degree.  Emerenciana has been working at NYPL for ten years.  Taking every opportunity to give back to the community, Emerenciana has taught basic computer, software applications, and consumer health classes in English and in Spanish, and currently works at Job Search Central.
Keisha Manning holds an MLIS from the Palmer School of Library and Information Science, and a BA in Communications from the City College of New York.  Until recently, Keisha worked as a Digital Resources Coordinator for the Columbia Center for New Media Teaching & Learning.  Keisha is a member of the New York Black Librarians’ Caucus and Chair of ALA’s Association for Library Collections & Technical Services (ALCTS) New Members Interest Group.

Sha Li Zhang has been Assistant Dean for Collections and Technical Services at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro (UNCG) since 2005.  Dr. Zhang is an accomplished scholar with numerous peer-reviewed publications and presentations in the U.S., China, Russia, Thailand, and Italy.  Dr. Zhang has served on numerous committees within IFLA, ALA, and CALA, of which Dr. Zhang was President in 2008-09.

Frank Xu holds an M.A. Degree in Linguistics from Britain and with an MLS from Clarion University.  Currently serving as manager of the Multilingual Center of the Brooklyn Public Library, Frank has been working in the system for 17 years, and has much to do with providing services to immigrants.  An immigrant himself, he feels very proud to do this work.  In promoting multicultural services, he has made numerous presentations at ALA, EFLA, JCLC, and in Hong Kong, Macau, and China.  Frank has led ALA-organized librarians’ delegation in participating in Hong Kong’s International Book Fair for ten years since 1999.
SPECIAL THANKS
OUR HOSTS:
schomburg center for research in black culture
OUR SPONSORS:
AMERICA READS SPANISH; baker & taylor; bilingual publications company; lectorum publications, inc.; multi-cultural books and videos, inc.; oriental culture enterprises co., inC.; AND spanish publishers, llc2
PLANNING  COMMITTEE:  Roxana Benavides, Conference Co-Chair; Tess Tobin, Conference Co-Chair; Louis Munoz, President, REFORMA Northeast Chapter; Manuel Figueroa, Vice President, REFORMA Northeast Chapter; Lisa Meléndez, Secretary, REFORMA Northeast Chapter; Libbhy Romero, Brooklyn Public Library;
Anthony Loum, Brooklyn Public Library; Paquita Campoverde, Brooklyn Public Library
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2010 JOINT MINI-CONFERENCE

REFORMA Northeast Chapter
AMERICAN INDIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
CHINESE AMERICAN LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION
ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION
BLACK CAUCUS OF THE AMERICAN

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC.

CULTURAL COMPETENCIES

AND

EQUITY OF ACCESS:

WHAT TODAY’S LIBRARIAN

WILL LOOK LIKE

TOMORROW


Friday, May 14, 2010

11:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Schomburg Center for Research

in Black Culture

AGENDA

11:00 AM
Exhibit:  What’s Up @ the Schomburg?

Small and Large Galleries (Tour on your own.)
11:45 AM
Lunch in the American Negro Theatre

12:45 PM
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:
Louis Munoz, President, REFORMA Northeast Chapter

Chief Howard Dodson, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
1:00 PM
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  DR. CAMILA ALIRE, PRESIDENT AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
Dr. Alire is Dean Emerita at the University of New Mexico and Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado.  She has served as Dean/Director of Libraries at University of Colorado at Denver, and currently serves as Adjunct Professor of Practice for Simmons College’s PhD program in Managerial Leadership in the Information Professions and San Jose University’s Executive MLIS.  Camila’s writing focuses on library marketing and advocacy, library services for Latinos and other minorities, disaster recovery, leadership development, and recruitment/retention of minorities in the profession and higher education.  Camila has many years of service in various capacities for the American Library Association, serving this year as its President.  She was named by Hispanic Business Magazine as one of the 100 most influential Hispanics in the country.

1:20 PM 
PRESENTATION OF LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD:  Ms. Carmen Rivera
1:30 PM
PROMOTING CULTURAL COMPETENCIES TO ENSURE 


EQUITY OF ACCESS

SPEAKERS:


Bonnie L. Fong ~ Diversity Programming is Just the Beginning
Suhasini L. Kumar ~ Developing Cultural Competencies: Investing in the Academic Success of an Increasingly International Clientele

Judy Xiao ~ Teaching Cultural Competence in Nursing Care to Ensure Equity of Access to Quality Health Care

Donna Gilton ~ Culture Shock in the Library: Reaching Out to New Immigrants and to International Students
Questions and Answers

3:00 PM
WHAT’S THE FORECAST?  LOOKING AT 


LIBRARIANSHIP TODAY AND TOMORROW



Emerenciana Bravo ~ Today’s Librarianship at NYPL Science,


Industry and Business Library 


Keisha Manning ~ Librarians Without Borders
Sha Li Zhang ~ Preparing the Librarians with Diverse Backgrounds for Tomorrow:  A Collaborative Project at Ten Academic Libraries in North Carolina



Frank Xu ~ Eliminating Language Barriers towards Equal Access

4:15 PM
Questions and Answers; Reflections and Conclusions

ABOUT THE PANELISTS

Bonnie L. Fong has always been interested in learning about different cultures.  She holds her Bachelor’s Degree from Smith College and a Master’s Degree in Library Science from Clarion University.  Currently, she is the Information Literacy, Outreach, and Technical Services Librarian at Felician College, Lodi, NJ.

Suhasini L. Kumar is Coordinator of Information and Research Services and Head of Government Documents  at the Carlson Library, University of Toledo, and as well as  liaison to the English and Theatre departments.  A member of APALA, ALA and ACRL, she also is co-editor of the APALA newsletter and a member of APALA’s Literary Awards Committee.
Judy Xiao is Assistant Professor and Coordinator of Periodicals Services, College of Staten Island, CUNY.  She received her MLS from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and M.A. from the College of Staten Island.  Judy is active in teaching and research, and her articles on information literacy and faculty-librarian collaboration have been published in scholarly journals and proceedings.  She is currently a member of CALA and board member of CALA Northeast Chapter.


Dr. Donna Gilton holds a B.A. in Elementary Education and History and an M.S. in Library Science from Simmons College.  Six of the seven years that she worked at the Boston Public Library were devoted to children’s librarianship. Dr. Gilton then joined the Peace Corps where she served as the head librarian at the Belize Teachers’ College for two years.  While earning her degree at the University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Gilton served as a business reference librarian at the Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green and the Pennsylvania State University in University Park. Dr. Gilton is now a Professor of library and information studies at the University of Rhode Island, where she teaches courses on adult reference services, multiculturalism in libraries, and information literacy.[image: image2.wmf]
